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Metro Study Notes on Daniel Chapter Nine 

Daniel Chapter Nine 

 

Verses 1–3: Daniel Prepares for Prayer  
Uppermost on the mind of Daniel is the 70 years of Israel’s captivity as prophesied by Jeremiah. See Jeremiah 
29:10. Could Israel remain captive for a longer period of time due to their own wickedness and backsliding? Daniel 
prays over the matter.  
 
Verses 4–19: Daniel’s Prayer  
What things does Daniel mention in his prayer? 

Verse 4 He confesses his sins.  

Daniel recognizes the faithfulness and majesty of God.  

God is a God of love, mercy, and justice. 

Verse 5 He confesses that they have gotten themselves lost and have missed the way of the Lord.  

They have chosen to deviate from the Lord.  

They have rebelled and become obstinate.  

They have departed from God’s commandments and judgments. 

Verse 6 They have not listened to God’s spokespersons, the prophets.  

Verses 7–8: Righteousness is of the Lord.  

Shame belongs to Israel. 

Verse 9: God is merciful and forgiving even though Israel has rebelled. 

Verse 10: We have simply not listened to the Lord. 

Verse 11: All of Israel has sinned.  

Our sufferings are due to our disobedience. 

Verse 12: God has been true to His word, concerning both mercy and justice. 

Verse 13: Our sufferings are due to our sins.  

We have not even turned to the Lord to remedy the situation. 

Verse 14: God has permitted this evil to fall on us.  

We deserve it, for we have not obeyed the Lord. 

Verse 15: It is the Lord that delivers, even His rebellious people. 

Verse 16: May the Lord find favor on Israel because of His goodness.  

May the Lord’s name be honored. 

But we have dishonored it. 

Verse 17: May the Lord hear his humble servants prayer.  

For the sake of the Sanctuary, forgive our sins. 

Verse 18: Based upon the great mercies and righteousness of the Lord, may Jerusalem shine again for 
Him.  

Verse 19: For the Lord’s sake, may His city and people be restored. 

 
Now begins the answer to Daniel’s prayer for the restoration of the Sanctuary, the city of Jerusalem, his people 
Israel, and the honor of God’s name among the nations.  
 
Verses 20–23: Gabriel speaks to Daniel  
Even as Daniel was praying, Gabriel was sent from heaven to answer the prayer of this humble and consecrated 
prophet. Gabriel reminded Daniel how he is greatly loved in heaven, and how he had come to give Daniel 
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understanding of the vision. The word for vision is the word mareh. And Gabriel asks Daniel to consider the vision, 
or to pay attention with all your intellect the vision of the evenings and the mornings, the 2300 day prophecy 
 
Verses 24–27: The Seventy Week Prophecy  
As Daniel was considering the 2300 year prophecy, Gabriel then said, “Seventy weeks are determined [or cut off] 
upon thy people [Israel] and upon thy holy city [Jerusalem].”  

Seventy weeks is 490 days. In Bible prophecy that represents 490 years. Gabriel told Daniel that 490 years are 
specifically cut off from the larger 2300 years for the Jewish nation.  

What were they to see accomplished during this time? Gabriel said, “to finish the transgression [to refrain from 
deliberate rebellion], and to make an end of sins [make a commitment to have faith in God], and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity [by accepting Christ’s atoning sacrifice for sin], and to bring in everlasting righteousness 
[by receiving the Lord’s righteousness], and to seal up the vision and prophecy [by accepting Jesus as the Son of 
God and the Lamb of God, and to see this fulfillment in the 490 year prophecy], and to anoint the most Holy [by 
accepting Christ’s high priestly ministry in the heavenly Sanctuary, and to see its fulfillment in the 2300 year 
prophecy]” verse 24. 

When would the 70 week prophecy begin? 

The commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem was by Artaxerxes in 457 BC. See Ezra 7:1–26. This gave the 
Jewish state full autonomy, subject to Persian overlordship. 

We are told that from the time of the commandment to build Jerusalem in 457 BC, that 483 years would bring us 
to the time of the Messiah. Seven weeks, threescore or 60 weeks, plus two more weeks equals 69 weeks or 483 
days. Remember, a day represents a year in Bible prophecy.  

The 69 weeks would not bring us to the time of Christ’s crucifixion, but up to the time when He would begin His 
ministry. These 69 weeks, or 483 years, brings us to the time of AD 27. This was the year that Jesus would begin 
His ministry and declare, “The time is fulfilled.” What time was fulfilled? It was the first 69 weeks of the 70 week 
prophecy that was fulfilled. In the autumn of AD 27, Jesus was baptized and began His three and one half year 
ministry at the age of 30. We know that Jesus was born in 4 BC, because that was the year that Herod died—and 
Jesus was born during the time of Herod’s reign. 

In verse 27 Gabriel continues his explanation, saying, “And he [the Messiah] shall confirm the covenant with many 
for one week [the seventieth week]: and in the midst of the [seventieth] week he [the Messiah] shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation [of offerings in the Sanctuary] to cease [because of His own death upon the cross], and 
for the overspreading of abominations [against the Jewish people by the armies of Rome] he [Rome] shall make it 
[Jerusalem and the Sanctuary] desolate, even until the consummation [when not one stone of the Sanctuary shall 
be left upon another], and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate [or desolator, when, in like manner, 
the desolating armies of Rome will also lie in ruins, for he that lives by the sword shall perish by the sword].” 

After the 69 weeks “shall Messiah be cut off” or crucified. “And the people of the prince [the Romans] that shall 
come shall destroy the city [of Jerusalem] and the Sanctuary [in AD 70]; and the end thereof shall be with a flood 
[of Roman armies], and unto the end of the war desolations are determined [not one stone will be laid upon 
another, and the role of the Jewish nation as the Israel of God will come to an end], verse 26. 

Christ had confirmed a covenant with the Jewish nation for one week. During His three and one-half year ministry, 
He taught and lived among the Jewish people. In the end, they cried out, “Crucify Him.” Yet, due to His great 
mercy, God extended three and one-half more years to the Jewish nation to repent and to receive Jesus as the 
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Messiah. They did not receive Him, and therefore, desolations to the city, the Sanctuary, and to the people were 
the sad result.  

Some have chosen to place the seventieth week two thousand years in the future. But there is no precedent in 
the Bible that allows anyone to do that. First of all, nowhere in Scripture do we have a precedent for keeping part 
of a time prophecy in the past and then throwing part of it in the future.  

Secondly, the seventieth week would cease to be the seventieth week if it did not follow the sixty-ninth week.  

Thirdly, the prophecy was for Daniel and his people. The destiny of the Jewish nation hinged on their acceptance 
or rejection of Christ as the Messiah two thousand years ago, not two thousand years in the future.  

Fourthly, there is no hint of any comments towards any antichrist figure in this prophecy. The prophecy is focused 
on the Messiah and the Jewish nation. The Romans only served as the means of punishment towards the Jewish 
nation for their rejection of the Messiah.  

Lastly, the 70 week prophecy was focusing on Christ’s ministry as the Lamb, while the 2300 day prophecy focused 
on Jesus as our High Priest.  

In conclusion of chapter nine, let us consider the links between chapters eight and nine of Daniel. 

Both used the key word marehin reference to the 2300 day prophecy. See Daniel 8:16, 26a, 27; 9:23. 

The Sanctuary is of central importance to both chapters. See Daniel 8:13–14; 9:24–27. 

Gabriel is a key personality in both chapters. See Daniel 8:16; 9:21–23. 

Both chapters contain auditory revelations. Both Daniel 8:13–14 and 9:24–27 are auditory revelations, 
and both deal with time. 

There is a conceptual link between these two chapters. Daniel chapter nine climaxes in the anointing of 
the Sanctuary (verse 24), and Daniel chapter eight in the cleansing of the Sanctuary. 

If the first auditory revelation points to the end of the long time period of 2,300 years, then the 70 weeks 
prophecy would point to the beginning of it. 

Daniel 8:13–14 is an expansion and enlargement to Daniel 7:9–10, 13–14, 21–22, 25–27, providing us with 
a time element for the judgment. Daniel 9:24–27 provides the 2300 year prophecy with a starting point.  

Concerning the decrees that were made in reference to the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the return of the Jews 
from Babylonian captivity, we have: 

Cyrus’s decree 537 BC. Ezra 1:1-4 

Darius I 520 BC. Ezra 6:1-12 

Artaxerxes 457 BC.Ezra 7:1-26 

 

Apply It! 
The prayer of Daniel, found in chapter nine, is the longest recorded in the Old Testament. Daniel was very 
much the prophet of prayer. We generally see him as the prophet of prophecy. But this humble prophet 
knew wherein laid his strength and consolation.  

Daniel understood the connection between the sins of Israel and the captivity of Israel. God permitted the 
Babylonian captivity of Israel for seventy years, that they may learn to trust in the Lord and depend upon 
Him. Often God must allow calamities to take place for our own spiritual welfare. Consider the following 
verses: 
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“And the Lord said unto him [Elijah], Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou 
comest; anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over 
Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. And it shall 
come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that escapeth from the 
sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not 
bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him” 1 Kings 19:15–18. 

Notice that God had Elijah anoint Hazael the heathen, the fiery Jehu, and the gentle Elisha. Next we are told 
that if an individual was not slain by the sword of Hazael, then there was the sword of Jehu. If he escaped the 
sword of both Hazael and Jehu, then there was the sword of Elisha. These three personages represent three 
different ways in which God endeavors to wake up His sleeping church. First, there is the heathen king, 
Hazael. He would become notorious for slaying women and children in Israel. Sometimes God permits 
terrible things to take place for our own good. As mentioned before, God even allows heresies to come into 
our midst that we may reclaim our spiritual roots and repair the breach made in our foundational truths. 
Jehu, on the other hand, was quite the rebuker within the ranks of God’s people. We need individuals 
anointed of God to call sin by it’s right name. They may seem harsh to us, and maybe they are, but God has 
anointed such individuals to slay His disobedient church. Then there is the gentle Elisha, who received a 
double portion of the spirit of Elijah. We need many more Elishas than Jehus and Hazaels. We need men and 
women who will not leave the post of duty, but will at the same time exemplify the gentle spirit of Jesus. 
Quite honestly, we need all three. We may not appreciate them, but they exist for our edification. 

Can you point out the Hazaels in your life? Have there been people in your life who have caused great harm 
or discomfort? Have there been tragic events in your life? Were any of these situations able to bring 
refinement to your character? Was any good able to come out of that? 

Can you think of the Jehus in your life or in your church? These are people who can call out sin in your life 
and in the lives of others. They may not be the most diplomatic—they may seem to lack compassion—but 
were their cutting remarks true? Did you need to be warned of some wrongdoing? 

Can you think of the Elishas in your life? These are faithful brothers and sisters who treat you like a delicate 
flower. They have your best eternal interests at stake. They will be faithful to you in sharing any concerns 
that they have about any misdirection in your life, but they do it in the gentle spirit of the Lord.  

In the prayer of Daniel, we find that he includes himself in the sins of Israel. He prays, “We have sinned, and 
have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts 
and from thy judgments.” Daniel 9:5. How important is it that we do not point a finger as if it were entirely 
the fault of others? All of us have played a part in the sins of the church. We may see ourselves more on the 
reforming end, but should we not also see that we have sinned as well? After all, all sin has delayed the 
coming of the Lord.  

What does it mean to sigh and cry for the abominations that are within the church? (Ezekiel 9:4) And is there 
any connection between this redemptive sorrow and our preparation in receiving the latter rain? 


